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WATERways 

After you mow the lawn, blow 
or sweep grass clippings back 
onto your grass. You can also put 
them into your City yard waste bin 
or compost them. Grass clippings 
left in the road look bad and make 
the area unsafe for cyclists. They 
also wash into storm drains and 
add too many nutrients to our 
streams and lakes.  

More summer clean water 
tips... 

 Wash cars over grass or 
take them to the car wash. 
Don’t let the dirty water go 
down the driveway or into the 
street. 

 Use phosphate-free fertilizer 
and test soil for nitrogen 
needed to maintain lawns. 

Fee increase for 

stormwater utility 

Starting July 1, 2022, 
stormwater utility fee rates will 
increase. The fee for residential 
property owners will increase 
between $0.45 and $1.87 per 
month and the fee for non-
residential property owners will 
increase $0.94 per Equivalent 
Residential Unit (one unit equals 
2,400 square feet of impervious 
area).   

The stormwater utility fee pays 
for repair, operation, and 
maintenance of the public 
drainage system. It also funds 
programs that improve water 
quality in streams and lakes. 

The increase supports funding 
of projects that help the City 
comply with the Falls Lake 
Nutrient Management Strategy 

and Total Maximum Daily Loads 
(TMDLs) pollution reduction 
requirements.  

This includes funding for the 
South Ellerbe Restoration 
project, algae floway project, and 
TMDL projects for bacteria in 
Northeast Creek and sediment in 
Third Fork Creek. 

Tier New monthly rate Increase per month 

1-Residential with impervious area 

less than 2,000 square feet 
$4.20 $0.45 

2-Residential with impervious area 

between  2,000-3,999 square feet 
$8.70 $0.94 

3-Residential with impervious 

4,000 square feet or more 
$17.42 $1.87 

Non-residential and HOAΩs 

$8.70 per ERU 

(1 ERU = 2,400 square 

feet of impervious area) 

$0.94 per ERU 

More info: 

DurhamNC.gov/814 

 

Interactive fee map : 

DurhamNC.gov/stormwaterfeemap 

Keep storm 

drains clear 

Blow grass clippings 

back onto lawn 

DǊŀǎǎ ŎƭƛǇǇƛƴƎǎ ƭŜƊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿƴ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ 

ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊŀǎǎΦ YŜŜǇ ŎƭƛǇǇƛƴƎǎ ƻũ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊƳ ŘǊŀƛƴ ǇƻƭƭǳǝƻƴΗ   

DurhamNCStormwater   

@DurhamStormH2O 

http://bit.ly/swsvideos 

Find us on social media 

 Carefully follow directions if 
you use pesticides or weed 
killers. Do not apply near 
ditches or creeks. To avoid 
weed killers, try native 
groundcovers.  

 Empty rain barrels between 
storms. Your rain barrel 
should have space for the 
next rainstorm to help reduce 
the “storm surge” that flows to 
local creeks and erodes 
stream banks.  

http://durhamnc.gov/814
http://durhamnc.gov/stormwaterfeemap
https://www.facebook.com/durhamncstormwater
https://www.facebook.com/durhamncstormwater
https://twitter.com/DurhamStormH2O
https://twitter.com/DurhamStormH2O
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5760F8572BE4AD39


Public Works Department - Stormwater and GIS Services 
(919) 560-4326 - http://durhamnc.gov/stormwater   

 Report Water Pollution: Email stormwaterquality@durhamnc.gov or call (919) 560-SWIM 
Questions about Stormwater Utility Fee: Contact Durham One Call at (919) 560-1200 

 

Notice Under the Americans with Disabilities Act: Persons who require assistance should call (919) 560-4197, ext. 
21254, TTY (919) 560-1200 or email ADA@durhamnc.gov no later than 48 hours before the event.    

 
Si necesita traducción al español, por favor llame 919-560-4326.  

Donȭt feed the geese! 

Flocks of migratory Canada 
geese have been declining in 
North Carolina for several 
decades. At the same time, 
numbers of resident geese have  
greatly increased. 

Large numbers of Canada 
geese can pose an environmental 
health hazard. Droppings add 
fecal coliform bacteria to 
waterways and fill walking paths. 
Geese may also overgraze, 
cause property damage, and 
become aggressive to protect 
nesting areas.  

People should avoid feeding 
Canada geese. Feeding 
waterfowl is not healthy for the 
birds and can worsen the 
problems.  

A continuous buffer of tall 
herbaceous native plants around 
a pond’s edge may deter geese. 
Check to see if the pond has a 
maintenance plan before 
changing plants.  

Contact the North Carolina 

Wildlife Resources Commission 
for more information. The State, 
working through USDA Wildlife 
Services and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, provides 
guidance and issues removal 
permits.  

South Ellerbe Restoration 

The project to construct a wetland and stream 
restoration at 808 West Trinity Avenue is progressing.  
Phase I of the project was completed in 2018. In that 
phase, the City removed the former Duke Diet and 
Fitness Center building and two underground fuel 
storage tanks.  

Phase II of the project is now underway. Crews are 
removing the rest of the parking lot and building 

foundation along with the top two feet of soil 
across the site. Phase III, constructing the 
wetland and stream restoration, will follow in 
2023. 

The South Ellerbe Restoration Project will 
help improve water quality in Ellerbe Creek and 
Falls Lake. Stormwater runoff from downtown 
Durham and nearby neighborhoods will enter 
the site through two pipes. The runoff will flow 
through the wetland and two restored stream 
channels that meet near the center of the site.  

During normal weather conditions the 
streams and wetland will maintain base flow. 
During larger storms, the streams and wetland 
will fill up, then release water through the outlet 
structure over a period of two to three days.  

Native plants will promote pollutant uptake 
and provide biodiversity and habitat areas for 
water and land-based wildlife. The City will 
maintain the site with stormwater utility funds. 

Visit the project web page, 
Durhamnc.gov/1616, for status updates, videos, 
and additional project information.  

https://durhamnc.gov/692/Stormwater-GIS-Services
mailto:stormwaterquality@durhamnc.gov
mailto:ADA@durhamnc.gov
http://durhamnc.gov/1616

